Identity Theft TIC-TAC-TOE
Name: ______________________________________	Due Date: ______________________________
After watching the video at http://www.ftc.gov/bcp/edu/microsites/idtheft/index.html make “three in a row” with the following projects.
	Read the “Identity Theft Market Targets Teens” article and answer the five questions.
	Create a public service announcement about identity theft targeted to teenagers. (could be poster, brochure, etc.)
	You are a victim of identity theft. Write lyrics (to a song of your choice) that encourages your peers to not get into this situation.

	Write a 300-500 word essay on one of the three topics.
	Create and administer a survey to evaluate a person’s knowledge of identity theft. After interviewing an adult, discuss with him/her the importance of identity protection.
	Play 3 online games: ID Theft FaceOff! Phishing Scams! Spam-Scam-Slam! (http://www.onguardonline.gov/default.aspx)

	Create an advertisement that will persuade teens of the importance of protecting their personal information.
	Request a credit report for a parent/guardian and discuss what can be done to improve their credit history.
	There are several products available to help safeguard against identity theft. Prepare a report persuading your peers of the value of the product you think is best.



Article: 
     ⁪	all questions answered correctly
Advertisement, Public Service Announcement, Song:
     ⁪	appropriate for school
     ⁪	unique and appealing
     ⁪	addresses the issue of identity theft
Survey:
     ⁪	10 questions
     ⁪	discussion of importance of protection
     ⁪	Summary of individual’s identity protection knowledge
Credit Report:
     ⁪	categories of information included
     ⁪	suggestions to improve credit
     ⁪	parent/guardian signature
Essay:
     ⁪	maintains focus on the topic
     ⁪	addresses the issue
Report:
     ⁪	researched various products
     ⁪	advantages listed
Online Games:
     ⁪	played all 3 games
     ⁪	results printed
Essay Activity
1. Have you or someone you know been a victim of identity theft? How did it happen? What was the outcome?
2. Currently students are not required to take a class on finance or managing credit. Do you think all teens should have to take such a class? Why or why not? Explain your answer.
3. Should changes be made in business practices to help stop identity theft? If so, what do you suggest?
Write a 300-500 word essay on any of these topics providing clear examples.



	Identity Theft Targets Teens

Reading Comprehension Questions: 
1. How many people became victims of identity theft last year? Who is most likely to become one?
 
 
2. What is identity theft?
 
 

3. Why are teens a likely target for identity thieves?
 
 

4. Where does most identity theft occur? What is the newest way for thieves to steal identities? How is this done?
 

 
5. On average, how long does it take to repair identity theft damage? How can a bad credit record impact with a person's financial life?
 
 
 

 


IDENTITY THEFT MARKET TARGETS TEENS

Over 10 million people were victims of identity theft last year and young people with no
credit records were the number one target.
The Citibank commercial in which a woman is mouthing a male voice describing the $20,000 he stole to build a “girl-robot” is more than just a way to promote a product, it’s a warning about a problem that affects many young people. Identity theft is when a person steals someone else’s personal information, such as credit card, bank account or Social Security numbers, to purchase goods and services. Young people, 18-29 years of age, are the number one target for identity thieves, according to Quest, a company that is working to raise awareness of the issue.
Teens vulnerable
Teenagers and young people are more vulnerable to identity theft than adults because most have not established credit records that can be monitored. “If you don’t have a credit file, whatever someone first submits under your name becomes the basis of the credit file. Thieves can rack up charges on a clean record and when it’s time for these kids to take out a loan for college, they cannot because of the charges racked up on their record,” explained Jay Foley, co-executive director of the nonprofit organization, the Identity Theft Resource Center. Teens also are more susceptible to identity theft because they are less likely to check their credit card records and may not even be aware of their credit record and its importance. Most teens have little or no knowledge of financial transactions and credit reports. “All students are required to take American government in high school, but there is no mandatory class on finance or managing credit,” Foley said. Most teens discover they have fallen victim to identity theft when they apply for a driver’s license and are denied because one has already been issued under their Social Security number, “It’s scary how easy it is for someone to acquire your Social Security information and pass it off as his/her own,” said Emily Morin, who just graduated from high school and is headed to college in the fall. “My friends are careless with their belongings. They’ll leave their purses around without thinking about what might happen.”
Online identity theft
While most identity theft occurs offline, the emerging market for thieves who are in the business of stealing identities is the Internet. Using a couple lines of software code, thieves can acquire bulk amounts of information. The stolen information is then sold in small amounts to other thieves who use the stolen account information to purchase goods or obtain money. The thieves use the stolen information for a short period of time or until the fraudulent activity is detected.
Repairing the damage
Victims of identity theft must spend a lot of time and money repairing their credit records.
According to the Identity Theft Resource Center, victims can spend on average 600 hours
over years repairing damage done by identity theft. In some cases, it can take victims up
to 10 years to clear their records. Some identity theft victims grapple with penalties such as increased insurance or credit card fees, inability to find a job, or higher interest rates for loans.
“I’ve seen devastating effects,” said Foley. “I’m currently working with a young man now who had his identity stolen at age 14. He is now 22 years old and is $300,000 in debt to the IRS.”
Although credit card companies are spending millions of dollars to try to prevent identity theft, it still happens every day. And most teens are unprepared. “Identity theft is one of those things I think probably could never happen to me,” said 18-year-old Court Eccles. “I’m aware of it and cautious about it; but I’m not concerned it will happen to me.”



