Government
How a Bill Becomes a Law Project

As we go over 12.3 and 12.4, we will discuss the process for a bill becoming a law.  You will be expected to fill in the flow chart that diagrams the process.  When finished, we will split the class into two groups.  One of the groups will be considered the “House of Representatives” while the other will be the “Senate”.  In your groups, each member needs to come up with an idea for a law that they would like to see put into practice in our country.  You will be graded on coming up with your own idea to bring to the group and turn it in to me for credit.  You will present your ideas to your group (House or Senate) and the group will vote on the whether to approve of the bill or not. 

Once your group has determined which bills it has approved of, put the bill in its final form and send it to the other house for approval.  You should be able to determine in your groups the process for the bills including how to number them, whether to send them to committee, and whether it needs to be sent back to the other house.  If both houses agree on a final version, it will be sent to me, the President.

You will need to do some additional research on current bills that are facing our House or Senate and that will give you some ideas.  It will also provide some information on what is happening in our country.  Use http://www.senate.gov or http://www.house.gov to get your ideas.  I will determine whether these bills will become law!  When we are finished, you will write a reflection paper on the process and what went well or what did not.

12.3.4 flow chart: 25 Points

Bill Idea (Individual): 10 Points

Participation in group: 10 Points

Reflection paper: 25 Points

Total: 70 Points

