Whatever Happened to the Ushers?


	There are many possibilities for what ails Madeline and Roderick Usher. Did they suffer from a genetic disorder such as porphyria? Was insanity to blame for their issues? Were they just attention-seekers who went too far, or were they even human? Write a one-page paper detailing what you think is the real problem behind the Usher family, being sure to cite evidence from the story to support your theory.
	In addition, find outside information to enhance your theory. If you choose porphyria, for example, research symptoms of the disease to support your theory.

Your paper will be graded for content and use of evidence, as well as for proper use of mechanics.


1. Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text, including determining where the text leaves matters uncertain. (reading)
2. Employ the full range of research-based comprehension strategies, including making connections, determining importance, questioning, visualizing, making inferences, summarizing, and monitoring for comprehension. (reading)
3. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. (writing)
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