
Lesson #3: The Hollywood Blacklist  Original
The Salem Witch Trials really did happen, but Miller used a more recent example from American history as the basis for The Crucible. Read an essay Miller wrote "Why I Wrote The Crucible" 
Now that you know what the Hollywood Blacklist is, read these three links: 
1. The Hollywood Blacklist 
2. Excerpts from the Communist Control Act of 1954 
3. information about Senator Joseph McCarthy 
After viewing these sites, write a reaction that includes:
· Summarize Miller’s motivation for writing The Crucible
· How would you feel if you were called to testify? 
· Would you name names to protect yourself?
· Has something similar to this happened since the 1950s? Explain. 
· Could something like this happen today? Why/why not?
Many famous people were accused of being Communists and were called to testify: Lucille Ball ("I Love Lucy"), Ronald Reagan (though he became a "friendly witness" and named names of those he reportedly saw at Communist meetings, Langston Hughes, Paul Robeson, and of course, Arthur Miller. 
Arthur Miller is a local boy--he grew up in Brooklyn! For more information about Arthur Miller, read this biography of Arthur Miller








Lesson #3: The Hollywood Blacklist  Revised
IA Core Concept: Writing – Incorporate technology as a tool to enhance writing
The Salem Witch Trials really did happen, but Miller used a more recent example from American history as the basis for The Crucible. Read an essay Miller wrote "Why I Wrote The Crucible" 
To gain a better understanding of Miller’ the Hollywood Blacklist, research the following topics to analyze reasons behind the mayhem. 
4. Excerpts from the Communist Control Act of 1954 
5. Information about Senator Joseph McCarthy 
6. The Hollywood Blacklist
7. Patriot Act
After researching the previous topics, write a reaction that includes:
· Summarize Miller’s motivation for writing The Crucible
· How would you feel if you were called to testify? 
· Would you name names to protect yourself?
· Has something similar to this happened since the 1950s? Explain.
· Has something similar happened at other times in our history? If so, what? 
· Could something like this happen today? Why/why not?
· Name something similar and support why it is similar using evidence.
Many famous people were accused of being Communists and were called to testify: Lucille Ball ("I Love Lucy"), Ronald Reagan (though he became a "friendly witness" and named names of those he reportedly saw at Communist meetings, Langston Hughes, Paul Robeson, and of course, Arthur Miller. 
Arthur Miller is a local boy--he grew up in Brooklyn! For more information about Arthur Miller, read this biography of Arthur Miller.
 
