Planning a Government

Fill our one form per group, the other copies should be left blank and handed back in.

Group members: __________________________________________ period _______ date _____________

Freedonia is an imaginary colony of Imperia.  For the past ten years, there has been a widespread guerrilla war along the western frontier.  The object of this war is to achieve independence, which is now scheduled for January 1st.  For the last six months, black leaders have been gradually taking over most of the country’s administration.  This has been followed by a flight of skilled whites.

The Imperians have controlled Freedonia since the 1500s.  Many of the white families have lived in Freedonia for more than 100 years.  Most of the people speak Imperianese.  Five different tribes are represented in the country.  These tribes generally speak their own language and practice different religions.  About twenty-five percent of the people are Christian.  Thirty-one percent are Moslem, and the others practice native religions.  During recent years, relations among the tribes have become strained because one tribe, the Ino, controls most of the important administrative positions even though they make up only 21 percent of the population.

Most Freedonians are very poor.  The annual per capita income is only $540.  The primary industry is agriculture.  The major exports are cotton, coffee, cloves, and cashew nuts.  Many of the large plantations are foriegn-owned, and there is substantial foreign investment in other industries as well.  Little heavy industry has been developed, although the Imperians have built two large automobile assembly plants during the past five years.

Freedonia has an area of 52,000 square miles (136,500 square kilometers).  It has a population of 8,300,000 and has a high birth rate.  About 85 percent of the people live along coastal lowlands and the Naja River basin.  The capital, Freedonia City, has doubled its population in the last five years.

Freedonia shares borders with four other countries.  One was formerly an Imperian colony and is ruled by a member of the Ino tribe.  The other two are less friendly.  One has received military and economic aid from one of the major world powers, which now has a large naval base there.  The other is a country with which Freedonia has a long-standing boundary dispute.

You are to plan a government for Freedonia.  Your plan should answer the following questions:

1.  Before we get to your plan for Freedonia answer the following question:  Why does Freedonia even need to have a government at all?  Explain your answer in some detail.

2.  Now let’s address what your panel of experts is going to recommend for this emerging country.  What type of government structure will you recommend: a confederate, unitary, or federal system?  Be sure to justify your answer.
3.  What type of political system will you recommend? (democracy or dictatorship) If you select a democracy, will it be a presidential or parliamentary system?  Be sure to explain why this system is the best.
4.  What economic system will allow the greatest development of the nation’s economic strengths, but provide benefits for all the people?  Make sure your economic system is compatible with your political system and governmental structure. (capitalism, socialism, or communism)   Again, justify your answers.  

5.  Identify what theory on the origins of government each of the following statements is referring to:  


- Suppose that that the leaders of Freedonia were “destined” to rule over this new 


country.  Which theory on the origins of government would this represent?  


- Suppose that  a government was formed out of a mutual need to be safe and secure and that 

the people would be willing to give over some of their freedom to a government in order to 

obtain that security.  Which theory on the origins of government would this represent?  




- Suppose that the rulers of Freedonia came to power because of their strength and might.


Which theory on the origins of government would this example represent?  


- Suppose that the government of Freedonia originated with families and the formation 

of tribes and clans. Which theory on the origins of government would this example represent?  

