Iowa Core essential skills and concepts:
	Reading:  1.  Students can identify a writer’s views or purpose.
		     2.  Students can infer feelings, traits, and motives of characters.
Writing:   1.  Students use knowledge of purpose, audience, format, and medium to                    	          develop written communication.
 
EVERYMAN
Morality plays were the most popular and common form of drama during the Middle Ages.  Intended to teach the mostly illiterate audience a religious/moral lesson, these outdoor productions were performed by members of the church or by trade guilds.  The scenery, props, and costumes were transported by wagon from town to town, and productions could last for several days and depicted scenes from the Bible, sometimes beginning with the creation and finally ending with the passion of Christ.
Everyman asks the audience some basic human questions:  What happens to us when we die?  Does the kind of life we live make a difference?  How will our thoughts and deeds be judged? The characters were given names to symbolize human characteristics:  Greed, Lust, Innocence, Beauty, etc.  Although the original author is unknown, many different versions of the play were performed across Europe in the 1400s. 
Now that you have read the Middle Ages version of Everyman, you are going to write a modern adaptation appropriate for the 21st Century entitled Everystudent.  The best literature, no matter how old, asks us to examine ourselves and to consider the themes relevant to our lives.  The purpose of your play is to identify the tough ethical choices faced by modern students and to script a drama that illustrates those struggles.  Your group must…
1. Select the stereotypical characters found in a modern high school (for example, the jock, the nerd, the slacker, etc.). 
2. Assign roles to your group members – each member must have an active and fairly equal role (including the narrator).  
3. Decide on your basic plot line of the obstacles Everystudent faces on his journey and the needed props/costumes.
4. Draft your script.  Each group member is responsible for contributing to the script, and each group member must take a turn as secretary.  Remember to divide your drama into scenes similar to the original version.
5. Your group will be given 5 class periods to draft your script.
6. Beginning on day 6 of the project, your group will have 15 minutes to practice in class each day for 5 days (we will go on with new material the rest of the period).
7. On day 11 of the project, your group will videotape your drama.
8. On day 12, the class will watch your drama, and you will complete your self-evaluation.

