English 11 Book Review

You will have two book reviews due this semester.  One will be due near the end of the first quarter of your semester.  The other will be due about 3 weeks into the second quarter of your semester.  One of the book reviews you complete must be over the novel, Journey Home.

Your book review will consist of:
· A six-paragraph essay about your book.
· A plot summary sheet.  In addition to your written plot summary sheet, you may enlarge your plot summary sheet to a poster-size plot diagram using pictures or symbols to represent your thoughts for extra credit.

Your essay:
· Almost everyday in class, you will be asked to answer a reading 
comprehension question about your novel in your journal.   These questions will focus on the novel elements of: setting, characters, plot, theme, and point of view.  

· When it is time to write your essay, you will look back on your reading questions in your journal and choose 3 that you answered to expand upon in the body points of your essay.  These expanded answers should develop three separate paragraphs.  Each paragraph should be between 10 and 15 sentences.  YOU WILL TURN IN YOUR JOURNALS WITH THESE QUESTIONS MARKED WITH A STICKY NOTE WHEN YOU TURN IN YOUR BOOK REVIEW.

· The fourth body point in your essay should address the issues of:  
-Overall, by reading this novel, what have you learned about a group 
of people, or a time period, or a place, or the author,  or a particular 
type of novel, or about writing in general?

-How will you apply the knowledge you gained from this novel to 
your life, your writing, your attitude, or your outlook upon the world?

The format for your essay should be:
[bookmark: _GoBack]*Paragraph one: Introduce your essay.  Start by using some sort of attention getter (a quote, 
	a statistic, an anecdote, etc).  Then, using broad, generalized statements introduce 
	the point of your entire essay, narrowing down to a thesis in which you will tell your 
	readers exactly what you will be discussing in each of the body paragraphs in your 
	paper.

*Paragraph two, three, four, and five: All body paragraphs.   The first three paragraphs will 
	focus on your reading questions, and the last will focus on your overall connection
 to the novel.  Be sure each paragraph has a clear topic sentence and a concise 
concluding sentence.  Be sure to also link each paragraph in the body to the next 
paragraph with a transition sentence.  

*Paragraph six:  Conclude your essay.  Start by restating your thesis.  Then expand out of your 
	paper by using more generalized statements about your topics.  Finish with a different 
	quote, statistic, anecdote, etc. to give your essay a “clever” link back to your introduction 
	paragraph.

Finally, you will present your essay and your plot diagrams to the class
on the day that book reports are due.

This assignment fulfills the 5 Iowa Core elements of:
reading, speaking, listening, writing, and viewing.
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