Element Report

For this assignment, you will choose an element from the periodic table and research it.  You will present your report to the class as part of the overall grade.  The report should be in the following order:

Cover - Element License Plate (Please PAPERCLIP this on top of the report)

Using the provided template, develop a creative license plate using the chemical SYMBOL (remember: if your element has 2 letters to make the second letter lowercase) for your chosen element.  You should practice on scrap paper because you only get one copy of this.  It should be colored, make sense, and be APPROPRIATE.  It must include (just like a real license plate): any USA state, month & year, a faint drawing behind lettering, no more than 7 letters/numbers, and block letters.

“I Am” Poem

You will fill out the provided “I Am” poem template.  Do NOT name your element until the very last “I am” line.  Think of the Element video we watched where the poet characterized each element as if he was the actual element.

Report

You will type out a 4-paragraph report that should be at least 1 page, but not longer than 2 pages.  Reports should be typed using the following formatting guidelines:

1. Font should be Arial, Times, or Comic Sans and exactly 12 points 

2. All text should be double-spaced.  

Please use the following headings (make sure you answer any questions that follow in that particular section) to help you organize your report.

1. History 

· When was it discovered?

· Who discovered it? (If found in antiquity, tell which tribe or nation was the first known to use the element).

· Where was it discovered and where in the world is it found (geographical location)?

· What is the origin of the name?

2. Facts
· Atomic Number, Atomic Mass?

· Number of electrons, protons, neutrons, and how you know this?

· What are some interesting facts you have read about your element?

3. Special Characteristics
· Melting point, boiling point, density, phase (solid, liquid, gas) at room temperature, color, appearance, texture, odor, hardness

4. Uses
· Is it found usually in a compound or in pure (elemental) form?

· Give the names of compounds in which it is found.

· Give its many uses, a minimum of three

· Give the economic importance of the element by explaining how the element is used.

· How would your life be different if this element was not available?  Give specific reasons and exact details.

Works Cited

Because this is a research project, you MUST give credit to the people who wrote the books/Web sites you used.  All sources you use to research your element should be recorded and presented on the last page of the report.  Please see the attached guidelines page on how you should do this.   You MUST use at least ONE book/encyclopedia and ONE Web site.  The more sources you use, the better your grade will be.

Artistic Rendition

As part of your presentation you should give visual representations of the element.  You can hand draw, find pictures from the computer or Internet, cut out pictures from magazines or newspapers to create your artistic rendition of how the element is used in the real world.  It should be 8.5 x 11 inches, and can be a collage, a formal-looking picture, or some other creative rendition that can be easily understood.

Works Cited Guidelines

Two or three authors

Welsch, Roger L., and Linda K. Welsch. Cather’s Kitchens: Foodways in 
Literature and Life.  Lincoln: U of Nebraska P, 1987.

Unsigned article in a well-known encyclopedia

“Sodium.” The Encyclopedia Americana.  1994 ed.

Article in an encyclopedia

“Fresco Painting.”  Encyclopaedia Brittanica Online.  2002.  Encyclopaedia Brittanica.  8 May 

       2002 http://search.eb.com>.

World Wide Web

Give the author’s name (if known), the full title of the work in quotation marks, the title of the complete work if applicable in italics, the document date if known and if different from the date accessed, the full http address, and the date of your visit.

Example:

Burka, Lauren P.  “A Hypertext History of Multi-User Dimensions.” The MUDex. 1993.  
http://www.apocalypse.org/pub/u/lpb/muddex/essay/ (5 Dec. 2006).


Element Web Sites

For help on your element report, check these out:

http://www.vanderkrogt.net/elements/

http://www.webelements.com

http://chem4kids.com

http://dayah.com/periodic/

Element Report Rubric

	CATEGORY
	4
	3
	2
	1

	License Plate
	U.S. State, month, year are all present.  The drawing matches the element phrase.  Element phrase makes sense and is less than or equal to 7 characters.  Block letters are used and license plate is colored.
	1-2 of the criteria are missing.
	3-4 of the criteria are missing.
	5 or more of the criteria are missing.

	"I Am" Poem
	All lines have been filled in.  Element is NOT named until the last line.  The poem is neat, with no erasures, white-out, or cross-outs.
	All lines have been filled in, but poem is missing 1-2 criteria.
	Some lines are left blank and/or poem is missing 3-4 criteria.
	Some lines are left blank and/or poem is missing 5 or more  criteria.

	Organization
	Report is organized into multiple well-constructed paragraphs, each with a subheading.
	Report is organized into multiple well-constructed paragraphs, but there are no subheadings.
	Report is organized, but it is all one large paragraph that is not well-organized.
	Report is very disorganized.

	Amount of Information
	All topics are addressed.  Report is between 1 and 2 full pages.
	All topics are addressed.  Report is less than 1 full page, or longer than 2 pages.
	All topics are addressed, but little detail is provided.  Report is less than 1 full page.
	Some topics are not addressed.

	Quality of Information
	Information is on-topic, and includes several examples and/or details.
	Information is on-topic, and includes 1-2 examples and/or details.
	Information is on-topic, but includes no examples and/or details.
	Information is greatly off-topic.

	Mechanics
	No grammatical, spelling, or punctuation errors.
	Almost no grammatical, spelling, or punctuation errors.  
	A few grammatical, spelling, or punctuation errors.  
	Many grammatical, spelling, or punctuation errors.  

	Format
	Report is typed in an acceptable font, font size, and is double-spaced.
	Report is typed, but one of the following is problematic: font, font size, or line spacing.
	Report is typed, but several of the following are problematic: font, font size, or line spacing.
	Report is not typed.

	Works Cited
	All sources are documented in the correct format on a separate "Works Cited" page.  There is at least one book and one Web site.
	Either some sources are not documented in the correct format or there is not a separate "Works Cited" page. There is at least one book and one Web site.
	Some sources are not documented in the correct format. Only books or only Web sites were used, not both.
	All sources are not documented in the correct format; or only books or only Web sites were used, not both.
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TOTAL: 36 pts. x 2 = 72 possible points on this assignment

Dear Parents/Guardians,

Thank you, in advance, for assisting your child in achieving his/her very best on this science project.  This report reinforces the standards-based learning on the subject of the periodic table.  The element your child has chosen is __________________ and the due date for this project is Friday, Feb. 27th.  Your child has received a three-page packet detailing everything that is expected in order to complete this assignment for maximum points.  The students will need work on this at home.  It is a make-up project for any one of the following: Periodic Table Major, Chem. Unit Lab Major or Chem. Unit Major.  Please keep the top portion of this form and return the bottom portion of this form with your signature on Monday, Feb. 23rd.  Thank you.  Please note that my e-mail address is dkaeding@cbcsd.org  if you have any questions.

Gratefully,

Mr. Kaeding

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

RETURN THIS PORTION OF THE FORM TO Mr. Kaeding.

Student Name: _________________________________  Period: ____

Dear Mr. Kaeding,

I have read the Element Report project and will assist my child in completing the project by the due date which is Feb. 27th.  I understand that this form must be returned on Feb. 23rd.

Sincerely,

________________________________________
_____________________

parent/guardian signature




date
