Analysis #3 – Movie Trailer

Select one of the short stories we’ve read this semester (or any other from our text) for your analysis.

Prepare a 1:00-1:30 trailer for the story to be shown to next year’s students as introduction (enticement) to their reading.  

PART I: Before you begin production, analyze the following aspects of the story (in list or paragraph form) DUE___________________(10 points)

Dominant expectation: Answers to the questions will show accurate understanding of the story, insight beyond content discussed in class, and evaluation of the importance of the author’s choices in each of the five categories. 		

1) What mood/atmosphere is dominant to the story? (Provide textual evidence.)  How can visual and sound choices establish this mood?

2) What is the story’s dominant theme(s)? (Provide textual evidence.)  How can this be reflected visually and through word choice in your trailer?


3) What are the story’s significant symbols and images? (Provide textual evidence.)  Incorporate these into your trailer.  


4) What character(s)/plot/setting should be part of an enticing trailer? Consider turning-points of plot or character motivation. (Provide textual evidence.)


5) What key phrases and/or dialog can you incorporate to reveal the writer’s tone and style?

Part II: Use the attached rubric to guide your production choices.   Post to WIKI.                Due _________________________________(70 points)

Dominant expectation: The trailer will synthesize your analysis of the story.  In other words, the product you produce will reflect your understanding of the story’s key elements (mood, character, plot, theme, setting) while enticing readership.  Creative choices should ENHANCE story elements, not DETRACT or CONTADICT the author’s tone, theme, characterization, plot, or setting.  

Choice: Partner / Individual          




PART III: Write a 100-200 word copy to accompany your trailer.  See samples from actual trailers (attached).   Post to WIKI alongside your digital story.  Due____________(10 points)

Dominant expectation: Your copy should be persuasive in tone, highlighting reasons high-school students should watch the trailer (and read the story).   



PART IV: Write about your experience of making the movie trailer in terms of what you learned about the story.  Post to QUIA. Due__________________________ (10 points)

Consider the following questions:

· What did you analyze and/or discover as you produced the trailer? 
· Did making the trailer improve and/or exercise your ability to analyze a story for mood, theme, plot, symbols and character?
· Did watching others' trailers help you understand the stories?

Dominant expectation: Your writing should demonstrate awareness of how and what you learned. Insight, clarity, and honesty are paramount to self-reflection writing.   
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