Urban Legend Assignment

Urban legends are effective and popular because of the tales are engaging narratives most people are familiar with the genre; the legends are long-lived and adaptable; and they reflect our attitudes as a culture, about the products we use and the people we interact with on a daily basis
Urban legends flourish in technologically advanced societies with moderate education levels and little understanding of contemporary science.   Robert Anton Wilson

Urban legend:  a story that appears mysteriously and spreads spontaneously in various forms and is usually false; contains some elements of humor or horror and is popularly believed to be true.

Hoax/Scam: a deliberate attempt to dupe, deceive or trick an audience into believing or accepting that something is real, when in fact it is not. Usually will scare or emotionally scare the audience into action of some kind

Lie:  a deliberate untruth to mislead someone about another person, event, or to avoid punishment or destroy a reputation.

Complete the following steps:

1. Go to the following sites and explore some of the urban legends. There is a great deal of information so take your time. The librarians have already tagged them as favorites.

http://urbanlegends.about.com
http://www.snopes.com/snopes.asp
http://urbanlegendsonline.com/
http://tafkac.org/ulz
http://www.religioustolerance.org/chr_cul.html
http://www.scambusters.org/legends.html
http://www.disinfo.com/archive/pages/dossier/id370/pg1/index.html
2. Look for common traits that would characterize all urban legends. Find at least four-five common traits and explain why they are effective in making an urban legend.

3. Write a half-page reaction to the information you found. Include: a brief summary of several of the legends and what you thought about the information presented. Don’t just take the first three or four that you find. Read as many as you have time for.

4. Choose an urban legend and analyze it for the guidelines (we will discuss in class). Then answer the following questions: Why would people believe this? What do you think your legend reveals about our culture? Why do many of these legends proliferate on the Internet?

5. Create a bulleted list of five ways to spot an email hoax in order to warn people not to believe them right away. Add a statement of why you believe this is an important topic in today’s world. 

6. x-tra credit   With a partner, make up an urban legend of your own. Follow the criteria for an urban legend. DO NOT just lift one from the Internet. You will lose points for this. 

Due:

Worth: 50

Analysis of what makes an urban legend   10

Reaction sheet  10 pts.

Analysis paper  20

Email hoax and statement    10

