[bookmark: _GoBack]Democracy/Bill of Rights Research
Name: ______________________________
Iowa Core: Political Science/Civic Literacy
*Understand the rights and responsibilities of each citizen and demonstrate the value of life long civic action.  
*Understand how the government established by the Constitution embodies the principles of democracy.   
Directions: You will use Encyclopedia Britannica to research terms and associated information.  Explain and answer the following questions.
Using the High School Portal, locate the link on the left labeled ‘On-Line Databases’.  Click on the link for Encyclopedia Britannica.  If needed: Username is: 1233clms & Password is: aea267
Search: Democracy
**Next: Click on View Article and answer the following.
1.)What does the word democracy really mean? ”_________________________________________________________________________________________”
2.) Explain why it contrasts with monarchy, oligarchy, aristocracy.  Give 2 reasons:
A.)

B.)

3.) In your opinion, which form would you rather live under?  Explain your opinion in 3-4 sentences.  Give solid reasons/facts to back your opinion.


**Click next page at the bottom.
4.) Explain what would be 1 benefit and 1 drawback of each form:
Direct Democracy: 
Benefit:

Drawback:
Representative Democracy:
Benefit:

Drawback: 

5.) Explain which system you think we use in the United States.  Explain your answer in 2-3 sentences.



6.) Fill out the Venn Diagram based on your knowledge of Direct and Representative Democracy.  Below the diagram, explain the difference between “Direct Democracy” and “Representative Democracy” in 3-4 sentences: 
[image: http://www.louisianavoices.org/images/edu_venn_diagram_blank.gif]
Explain the difference between the two here:


**On the left side of the page click on Presidential and Parliamentary Systems.
7.) In 3-4 sentences summarize how a parliamentary system works.  Provide 2 countries that utilize this style.




**Click ‘next page’ at the bottom.
8.) Explain why the United States government is known as a federal system.  Provide 2 examples of other countries that have similar systems.



**Next: Search the term United States Bill of Rights.
9.) Examine Thomas Jefferson’s statement.  Explain what he meant and why he said it.  Explain why you think his statement is important to you in today’s society.  




10.) Name the Five Freedoms of the First Amendment:


11.) Explain why you think they were first.  Why do you think they were considered to be part of the First Amendment? Why are they so important to be first on the list? (2-3 Sentences)
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