This is a 3 day project.

Day 1
Today we are going to begin writing stories using a circle web to help us to get our ideas on paper.  The first step is to choose a topic.  How many of you have a pet or have had a pet that you can write about?  (Hopefully all students raise their hand.)

(Show class a picture of a spider’s web. )
As you can see this is a spider’s web.  You can see an inner circle that has lines going out from the center.  We will use a similar drawing to help us get our thoughts down on paper.

(On a large sheet of chart paper, I demonstrate how to draw a center circle.)

Since I want to write a story about my pet horse, I will write ‘pet horse’ in the circle.  This is my topic.  As I think of different information that I want to put in my story, I will write 1 or 2 words, just enough to remind me what I want to include, draw a circle around it and connect it to the center circle.  

(At this point, I share with the class the information I want to include in my story. )

Name of pet
Age
Color
What it eats
How I chose her name
Some other interesting fact about my pet


See example of my circle page, which is now on the chart paper.

Next, students are given a sheet of blank paper.
They are asked to draw a circle in the center of their paper and to put 
       ‘pet-(type of animal)’ in the circle.

On the white board, I recreate my center circle with ‘pet horse’.  Then I talk them through the steps of filling out their circle page using the above information.

When all have completed their circle web, I review that we have completed the first step in writing a story by using a circle web to get our general thoughts down on paper.

Students put circle web in Drafts pocket of writing folder.

This concludes Day 1.


 
Day 2

Briefly review with them what we did yesterday.  We used a circle web to get our thoughts down on paper about our topic. 

Today we will use that circle web to actually write our story.

On chart paper I demonstrate how to put the information in each circle into a sentence.  As I write my story on the chart paper I purposely make some mistakes in capitals, periods and spelling.  I emphasis that the information in each circle should be written in a sentence.  After I have completed the rough draft of my story, students are given a sheet of writing paper and they on their own use their circle web to write their rough draft.

Students put story in Drafts pocket in their writing folder.


Day 3  

Again briefly review that we have chosen a topic, made a circle web and have written our sentences for our story.  The next step is to reread our story looking for any mistakes, making any revisions that we would like to make.  (Here I share that authors don’t just write their books the very first time they write it down, but rather they write, rewrite and may rewrite many times before they are satisfied with their story.  Also, I pass out a check sheet for them to use as they reread their story.)

Using colored markers, I read through my rough draft asking students questions about capitalization, punctuation and spelling, making corrections, talking out loud what I am thinking.   Students then reread their stories looking for errors in capitalization, punctuation and spelling.  They may also add information if they so choose.  

At this point, their stories go in their writing folder in the Conference pocket to be used with me for conferencing and selecting for publishing.

The process--selecting a topic, making a circle web, writing a rough draft, writing  a story, and using the check sheet—is repeated with each story written in the future.  

Suggestions for improving this lesson:
1. Have students ask questions as to what information they would like to know about the topic.
2. When students choose a topic, pair with another student to ask questions about what they want to know.
3. Graphic organizer—add a checklist for beginning, middle and end.
4. Before conferencing with teacher, pair with another student and use checklist to see if they have followed all the criteria—capitalization, punctuation, spelling, complete sentences, neat writing, beginning, middle and end.
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