Critical Application

Part I (Introduction) at least one page long.

Do not mention the reading in part one of your essay. Broadly define an idea, concept, or theory that exists independent of the text. Choose one from below. Consider using ideas, concepts, or quotes provided by philosophers, poets, writers, or other prominent figures in history. Do not use a dictionary definition.

Part II (Body) at least two pages.

Once you have defined your idea, concept, or theory, pose and answer the question, “What does the text seem to say about the concept you have chosen?” “Does the text provide an example of it?”  “Does the text support it or refute it?”
Part III (Conclusion) at least one page.

Now try to answer the question, so what? Why should anyone care about whether or not a particular text refutes or agrees with a particular theory? Relate it to current event or to future events.
This paper is worth 3 test grades. It will be graded on form, structure, and ideas. All three parts must be addressed in order to achieve an A on the paper. If you need help in determining an idea/concept/theory/conflict, please see me and we will discuss the possibilities with the novel you read.
Ideas/Concepts/Theories/Conflicts

Individual vs. Society

Freedom
Hero/Anti-hero
Rights
Fiction vs. nonfiction

Loss

Feminism

Play
Environmentalism

Salvation
Regionalism

Gender
Childhood


Realism

Democracy

Empire

Industrialization


Modernism
Postmodernism

Art
Sexuality


Education
Progress


War
Cultural Conflict


Race

God


Sin
Urban vs. Rural


Skepticism
Utopia


Duality
Slavery



Violence
Materialism
Religion



Government
Literacy
Heaven/Hell/Afterlife

