Congress
How a bill becomes a law  (Ch 12 & website)
	*Explain very well how a bill becomes a law – visual aids helpful
		(an activity where class is involved highly suggested)
	*Maybe show “School House Rocks – How bill becomes a law”
	*Separation of powers – explain and give examples
	*Checks and balances – explain and give examples
	*House of Representatives simulation 
			-Pick a “controversial” topic and have two sides
			-Be sure to provide information pertaining to both sides of the issue
			-Debate the topic in front of the class and you are trying to convince the         
 					class to vote with you

Congressional Powers   (Ch 10 & 12 & website)
	*Jobs/roles Congressmen have
	*What are the two bodies of Congress – how many members
	*What are differences between the two bodies (there are lots)
	*Who (titles) are the five heads (leadership) of Congress?  What do they do? 
	*Typical day for a member of Congress
	***What do they do all day/week (find real example(s))





[bookmark: _GoBack]Who are they   (Ch 10)
	*Qualifications
	*Privileges/benefits/pay/pension
-Have a discussion/debate about whether they should continue to collect a pension after they are no longer a member of Congress.  Why or why not.
	*Who are Iowa’s Congressmen
	*Terms –term of Congress AND term for member of House and term for Senator
-Have a discussion/debate about whether there should be term limits.  Why or why not?  If so, how many terms and why.
	*Session – what is it
	*How many in Congress
		-How many in each body

Current issues  (website)
	*What have they done for me (below may be a helpful sites)
http://www.govtrack.us/congress/subjects.xpd      
http://www.congresslink.org/print_lp_whatcongdone.htm
*How many bills introduced in a typical year?  Passed?  Defeated?
	*What is coming up for important bills – explain fully
	*How to go about running for Congress and getting elected to Congress
*Why is Congress so log jammed today?  Why do they have a hard time getting bills passed?  Find real life examples.
*How do I contact my representatives (House and/or Senate)

All of you may want to look at the website below for ideas and activities:
http://www.congresslink.org/print_lp_contents.htm

