Comparing Democracy and Republic

Subject:  Political Science/Civic Literacy
Essential Concept and /or Skill:  Understand how the government established by the Constitution embodies the principles of democracy.
Overview: The republic of Rome and the democracy of Athens provide a good basis for comparison of these two government types which have influenced our own government.
Objectives:
	-Students will work in cooperative groups using skills of leadership, consensus, and teamwork
	-Students will list facts about two government types
	-Students will organize these facts in a table to show comparisons (T-chart).
	-Students will present their group’s T-chart and explain and defend their choices.

Resources/Materials:  “Civics in America”, 2003, McDougal Littell, pp.17, and any other source which discusses the characteristics of Rome’s republic and Athens’ democracy. 
Activities and Procedures:
Students should be familiar with the use of the T-char organizer and with the process of group work.  The students are assigned to groups of 3-4 students.  Teacher chosen groups work the best.  Each group member has an assigned role to perform.  For example: Leader - gets group moving toward task and keeps it on task; Encourager – watches for involvement by all members and helps keep a positive atmosphere toward each member and their ideas; Supplier – gets materials for the group and may request teacher’s attention for problems the group cannot solve.
After a class discussion of the two governments, students are assigned to groups.  The group task is to read for facts and organized these facts into a comparison chart.  After reaching a consensus on all points to be included, the group will produce a visual poster containing the group’s T-chart. All members of the group must do part of the actual writing on the final product.  Students then fill out the group follow-up question worksheet. This portion of the activity usually takes two class periods to complete.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Tying it all together:  During the third class time, the groups present their work to the rest of the class, explaining and defending their entries on the chart and the worksheet with reason for choices.  The class is asked to look for sound reasoning behind choices.



Civics Chapter 2
Democracy/Republic
Group Follow-up Questions

Names________________________

           _________________________

           _________________________

           _________________________


1. Do you think democracy and republic are more similar or more different?  Why?






2. What are the advantages of a democracy?  Republic?






3. Which do you think is a more effective form of government?  Why?







4.  Which is more similar to our form of government?  Why?
 


