American History

8th Grade

Chapter 2:  The Age of Exploration

Section 4:  The Opening of the Atlantic

After lecture and discussion of the Columbian Exchange (transfer of plants, animals, and diseases from the “old world” to the “new world), the following questions and assignments are given to the students:

What would the World be like if Columbus had not landed in the Americas and the Columbian Exchange had not occurred?

Students should make a list of events, developments, and or consequences described in section 4 that occurred as a result of Columbus’s voyages.  Next to each item, a minimum of 5, the students are to create a scenario of how things would be different today if Columbus had not landed in the Americas and the Columbian Exchange had not occurred,

Time:  1-3 class periods

Materials needed:  pen, pencil, paper, textbook, computer (optional) 

Students could also be assigned this activity with the above or in place of it.

Students will pick any 5 animals, plants, or combination of 5 that made their way to the Americas through the Columbian Exchange.  

Each student will explain what role each plant or animal plays in the Americas today.

Each explanation should be a minimum of one half page.

Iowa Core:  

Understand historical patterns, periods of time, and the relationships among these elements.

Understand cause and effect relationships, historical thinking, and interpretation of events and issues.

Understand the effects of geographic factors on historical events.

