Build a Trait Workshop
In this assignment, you will be creating your own genetic trait and describing its mode of inheritance.  Follow the directions below to complete the assignment.
Example: Ms. Cornell has discovered a rare trait called “Nerdus” which causes people to have an unquenchable desire to learn and retain useless facts. This is a trait that causes a behavioral change because exposure to useless facts causes the brain to release “happy” chemicals in the brain and stimulates neurons.  This is a recessive trait, so a person showing this disorder would have to have a  ____________ genotype. . . . .
Your trait should be physical (able to be seen), not behavioral.
1. What is the name of your trait?


2. What part(s) of the body are affected?


3. Draw the dominant and recessive phenotypes.



4. Explain how this is inherited from the parents. 



5. Draw a Punnett square for two parents that are heterozygous for your trait. Write one paragraph describing the possible outcomes of this cross (ratios, etc.).



6. Use the internet to find an actual trait that is inherited the same way as your trait that you made up.  Use this page to describe the “real-life” trait and its inheritance.
