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Teacher – Sandage


Subject – Language Arts High Ability Class


Grade – 7th 





Lesson –  School Mock Trial Introductory Lesson


IC Essential Skills and Concepts/Common Core –  


College Career Readiness Standards for Speaking & Listening.   Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations and collaborations with diverse partners, building on others' ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.





List any use of technology integration -   None used in this lesson.  One could tape the discussions  to help teachers assess participation.  Students could also watch their discussions and interactions and then write a reflection paper as an assignement.








Introduction/Background – The primary goal of the lesson is for students to be introduced to court procedure and decorum.  The secondary skill is to practice communication and critical thinking skills.

















Task – We will begin the class by discussing trials.  Most students have seen television shows so they should have some basic knowledge of trials. 


Students will be assigned roles in the trial.  The rest of the students will make up the jury.  The assigned students will read the “Big Bad Wolf v. Curly Pig:  A Civil Trial.  The jury will listen and take notes.  After the story has been read the jury will discuss the trial in front of the rest of the classroom.  They will vote and decide on a verdict.  After the verdict students will fill out the questions analyzing the verdict. 


The next step is for the whole class to discuss student analysis of the verdict.  Make sure that all students are included in the discussion.


The last step is to debrief the experience.  Some examples of questions to ask: 1.) What additional information would have been helpful?  2.)  Did anyone change their minds  after the discussion and why?  3.)  Ask the students what they will remember about trials from  this activity.  


A final assignment could be a written reflection on the activity. 


This lesson may need two class periods to complete.






































Bring any supporting documents that will assist students in completing this task such as; rubrics, additional handouts, graphic organizers, Viking Pride in writing, etc. 








