Chapter 10 ~ Analyzing Political Campaign Commercials
Name _____________________________________  Date ____________ Period ________
To complete this part of the political campaign commercial assignment, you will need access to the internet.  Please log on to www.livingroomcandidate.org to complete the assignments below.
Part A:  Analyzing Commercials
1.  Fear is a powerful emotion, and instilling fear of the opponent can be a way of gaining support for a candidate. This is easy to do in an election in which the opposing candidate is relatively unknown and untested in the national arena. 
	a.  Once logged on to this website, click on “type of commercial” in left hand column.  Click on “Fear” and the commercial titled Peace Little Girl (Daisy) (Johnson, 1964) will appear.  The most famous example of a “fear” commercial is the “Daisy” ad, where the Democrats used the power of suggestion to imply that Republican Barry Goldwater might lead the world to nuclear destruction. 
Watch the commercial as many times as needed on your own to answer the questions below: 
1.  What was the purpose of the little girl in the ad?

2.  Do you think this ad was an effective way to catch viewer attention?  Why or why not?

3.  Is this a positively worded or negatively worded commercial?  Explain.

	b.  Go back to the website and click on “backfire.”  These ads show how candidates have flip-flopped on their stances with certain issues or policies.  The ultimate flip-flop ad used the elitist sport of windsurfing as the perfect visual metaphor for the idea of a candidate whose positions shift according to the wind of political expediency.
Watch the commercial as many times as needed on your own to answer the questions below:
1.  Which Republican candidate supported this ad? __________________ Which candidate was the ad directed at? _______________________
2.  Did you find the ad to be somewhat humorous?  Why or why not.

3.  You should have recognized the music chosen to accompany the ad.  Why do you suppose they chose this music?  Was this music choice effective?  Explain.
	c.  Go back to the Living Room Candidate page to analyze the last commercial in this section.  Click on “election year” and then click the year “1968.”  By 1968, one of the most turbulent years in American history, the number of American troops in Vietnam had risen from 16,000 (in 1963) to more than 500,000. Nightly TV coverage of the "living-room war" ignited an antiwar movement. After a weak showing in the New Hampshire primary, President Johnson shocked the country on March 31 by announcing that he would not seek reelection. Just four days later, Martin Luther King, Jr. was assassinated, sparking riots in more than 100 cities. In June, Robert F. Kennedy was assassinated after winning the California primary. Vice President Hubert Humphrey, who entered the race late and had not won any primaries, became the Democratic nominee at a tumultuous convention in Chicago marred by disorder inside the convention hall and by the televised spectacle of violent confrontations between police and antiwar protesters.
The Republicans nominated Richard M. Nixon, who was attempting a political comeback after losing the 1960 presidential election and the 1962 California gubernatorial race. Nixon claimed to speak for the "silent majority" of law-abiding citizens whose voices were presumably drowned out amidst the social upheaval, and he promised a return to the stability of the Eisenhower years.
Discontent with major-party candidates led to an independent run by Alabama Governor George Wallace, who waged the most successful third-party candidacy since 1924.
Scroll down to the Republican thumbnails and click on the fourth thumbnail from the left (shows a picture of a soldier).  View this commercial as many times as necessary to complete the questions listed below.
1.  Why was the Vietnam war such a hot-topic for campaign commercials in 1968?

2.  How did you respond to seeing footage and still pictures from the Vietnam War used in this commercial?  

3.  How do you think people who may have had sons/daughters/brothers/sisters, etc. fighting in Vietnam may have viewed this commercial?

4.  Nixon created this commercial to tell people that he had a plan for getting US troops out of Vietnam.  Was that plan explained?  

5.  Was this an effective commercial?  Why or why not.





The last part of this assignment requires you to find your own political advertisement that you would like to analyze.  Using the following rubric, prepare your presentation on your ad to give to the rest of the class.
Name __________________________________  Name of Advertisement: _______________________
ANALYZING POLITICAL CAMPAIGN ADS RUBRIC:
	This form is designed to evaluate your skills analyzing political television campaign ads.  
1 = Weak	2 = Moderately Weak	3 = Average	4 = Moderately Strong	5 = Strong

1.  The student gave the title of the commercial they analyzed			1	2	3	4	5
2.  The student stated name of candidate commercial is about			1	2	3	4	5
3.  The student stated name of political party tied to commercial			1	2	3	4	5
4.  The student stated which type of commercial they analyzed			1	2	3	4	5
	Repition		Syntax		Positive Words		Negative Words

5.  The student defined the word they used to analyze the commercial		1	2	3	4	5
6.  The student showed the commercial to the class				1	2	3	4	5
7.  The student explained how their term was used in the commercial		1	2	3	4	5
8.  The student used specific examples from the commercial 			1	2	3	4	5
9.  The student gave a summary of the effectiveness of the commercial		1	2	3	4	5   based on the term they were analyzing
10.  Overall evaluation of commercial demonstrates student’s potential		1	2	3	4	5 applying their term to their analysis
Comments:


Student Grade = __________		 	__________%		Letter Grade  = ____________
                                     50
