American Government: Analyzing Political Cartoons

Revised 

Anticipatory Set:

1. Show students a photo of a well known personality and a caricature of the same person. Ask the students to compare the two and identify what aspects of the subject are exaggerated from the real image.

2. Ask students to determine how the exaggeration shows the subject in a favorable or unfavorable way and what in the illustration makes this so?

3. Ask them to identify and explain the humorous part(s) of the caricature.

Purpose (objective)

1. Students will be able too interpret visual language found in political cartoons.

2. Students will review the history of political cartoons to gain a perspective of their use in the past and how it connects today.

3. Students will identify symbols, caricature, and the message, opinion or point of view of political cartoons.

Effective Teaching Technique:

1. Hand-out and show a brief history of political cartoons, and examples of historical and modern political cartoons.

2. Explain requirements and give examples of a good political cartoon.

Modeling /Demonstration

1. Show two political cartoons, explain the background on each, and use discussion questions about the similarities and differences. Show the students samples of strong and weak political cartoons. 
Guided Practice:

1. Students will research, collect, or create their own political cartoon that presents an opinion that is their own, or the opinion of the artist.  
2. Document what the cartoon is saying and why its opinion is different than your own or why you feel strongly about your opinion.

3. Determine and explain what the message and the humor is in the cartoon.

4. Be prepared to share them with the class. 
Independent Practice:

1. Students will copy and display cartoons and their graphic organizer on transparencies.

2. Students will explain their view points or positions forming around the topic or issue.

Closure:

Students will discuss and give their opinions on the cartoons presented by their peers to demonstrate their understanding of the lesson.

The lesson is beneficial for my students because it introduces them to the world of political cartoons, and it provides them with knowledge for interpreting political cartoons in the future.
Assessment Rubric 

Advanced: 
You identified 2 political cartoons and the symbols in the cartoons. You have plausible interpretations for their meaning and defended your interpretation with examples. You included noted similarities and differences between the 2 cartoons relating to meaning found in the captions as well as in visual images. The graphic organizer was completed neatly and had excellent details.
You used correct grammar, spelling and punctuation. 

Competent: 
You identified 2 political cartoons, and some of the symbols in each cartoon; most of your interpretations were plausible and included some examples. You included similarities and differences between the 2 cartoons but were limited in the number of facts. The graphic organizer was complete, but could have included more details. You had 1 or 2 errors in grammar, spelling and punctuation. 

Beginner: 
You chose 2 political cartoons, but some of them are not political in nature. You identified only 1 or 2 symbols from the 2 cartoons and your explanations were not clear. You included very few similarities and differences that were not clear and does not relate to the meaning of the cartoons. The graphic organizer was not complete, with very few details. You had 3 or 4 errors in grammar, spelling and punctuation. 

Unsatisfactory: 
You did not find 2 cartoons or your explanation of the cartoons only dealt with what is pictured and not with the satirical or symbolic meaning of the work. You failed to get similarities and differences, and did not complete the graphic organizer. You had a number of errors in grammar, spelling, and punctuation. 

Rubric:

POLITICAL CARTOONS

DIRECTIONS: This form is designed to help you evaluate student-created political cartoons. Read

the statements below. Then indicate the number from the following scale that reflects your assessment

of the student’s work.

1 = Weak 2 = Moderately Weak 3 = Average 4 = Moderately Strong 5 = Strong

1. The political cartoon contains all the needed items or information.

1 2 3 4 5

2. The message of the political cartoon is clear and appropriate to the topic.

1 2 3 4 5

3. An appropriate caption accompanies and explains the political cartoon.

1 2 3 4 5

4. The political cartoon is clean and neat, and the information on it well organized.

1 2 3 4 5

5. The political cartoon is creative.

1 2 3 4 5

6. The spelling, punctuation, and grammar of any text on the political cartoon are accurate.

1 2 3 4 5

7. The artwork on the political cartoon is appropriate and carefully executed.

1 2 3 4 5

8. The political cartoon demonstrates understanding of its topic and related concepts.

1 2 3 4 5

9. The political cartoon fulfills the requirements of the assignment.

1 2 3 4 5

10. Overall, the final result represents the student’s full potential.

1 2 3 4 5

Additional Comments: ____________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

Total Points/Grade: _________
