American Government: Analyzing Political Cartoons
Anticipatory Set:

1. Show students a photo of a well known personality and a caricature of the same person. Ask the students to compare the two and identify what aspects of the subject are exaggerated from the real image.

2. Ask students to determine how the exaggeration shows the subject in a favorable or unfavorable way and what in the illustration makes this so?

3. Ask them to identify and explain the humorous part(s) of the caricature.

Purpose (objective)

1. Students will be able too interpret visual language found in political cartoons.

2. Students will review the history of political cartoons to gain a perspective of their use in the past and how it connects today.

3. Students will identify symbols, caricature, and the message, opinion or point of view of political cartoons.

Effective Teaching Technique:

1. Hand-out and show a brief history of political cartoons, and examples of modern political cartoons.

2. Explain requirements and give examples of a good political cartoon.

Modeling /Demonstration

1. Show two political cartoons, explain the background on each, and use discussion questions about the similarities and differences.

Guided Practice:

1. Students will research and collect or create their own political cartoon that presents an opinion that is your own or not your own.
2. Document what the cartoon is saying and why its opinion is different than your own or why you feel strongly about your opinion.

3. Determine and explain what the message and the humor is in the cartoon.

4. Be prepared to share them with the class. 
Independent Practice:

1. Students will copy and display cartoons and their graphic organizer on transparencies.

2. Students will explain their view points or positions forming around the topic or issue.

Closure:

Students will discuss and give their opinions on the cartoons presented by their peers to demonstrate their understanding of the lesson.

The lesson is beneficial for my students because it introduces them to the world of political cartoons, and it provides them with knowledge for interpreting political cartoons in the future.

