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Iowa Core – National Standards:  English Language Arts – Reading: Literature


·  RL.5.1. Quote accurately from a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text. 


·  RL.5.3. Compare and contrast two or more characters, settings, or events in a story or drama, drawing on specific details in the text (e.g., how characters interact). 


·  IA.1. Employ the full range of research-based comprehension strategies, including making connections, determining importance, questioning, visualizing, making inferences, summarizing, and monitoring for comprehension.


Macroconcept: Comprehension


Microconcept: Connections/Summary


Content/Topic (Subject matter): Reading Comprehension


Disciplinary Process (Discipline specific methods and processes experts in the field use):


Editing Process (editor/publisher)


Skills (Transcend subject – specific learning. i.e. technology, teaming, presentation/speaking): 





Students will work on the application of reading comprehension skills/strategies to complete different literature requirements through creative expression.














Introduction/Background: For a class novel we read Frindle by Andrew Clements. While reading we discussed comprehension strategies and story elements. Since the story is so closely related to learning new vocabulary through the dictionary, students also practiced their dictionary skills.  While reading the story, students completed a worksheet/packet on each chapter of the novel that included comprehension questions, story elements, predictions, opinions, and new vocabulary.  We also used the word “frindle” to replace pen while reading the book as a class. The students then created their own “new word,” what it would replace, and give reasons why the name would be changed.





Task – Culminating activity for Frindle – Literature Ball


Students will create a literature ball using information from the novel Frindle.  A literature ball, also known a bloom ball is a twelve sided “ball” that contains information regarding the novel on each side and is put together to form a “ball.”  Students were given a handout (attached) explaining the literature requirements for each side of the ball.  Students were asked to be creative and detailed when completing each side, as well as colorful and eye-catching.  Once the students have a side completed they needed to get it approved by the “editor” to make sure it was ready to be “published,” once the students has the signature they will be given the next side to work on.  Students will be able to work on the sides in any order they choose.  The literature balls will be displayed in the classroom after each student does a presentation of their “ball” in a small group setting.  The requirements for each side included many of the story elements that were discussed in class and also focused on what the students comprehended from the story.
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