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Teacher – Sandage


Subject – Language Arts High Ability Class


Grade – 7th & 8th





Lesson – Critical thinking about Real World Issues using a graphic organizer


Objective: Students will learn how to think critically by looking at different view points, brainstorming implications, using some form of evidence and then making inferences.


IC Essential Skills and Concepts/Common Core – Content Standard 1 Reading; draw conclusions, make inferences & deduce meaning.


List any use of technology integration – The teacher could extend the activity by allowing students to use the internet to gather evidence & data.








Introduction/Background –Primary purpose: Students will learn how to use a reasoning web. Students will use a reasoning web in order to make inferences about real world issues or problems.  Students will also gain a better understanding of cause & effect. The 1st class period will be used for modeling the graphic organizer and the 2nd class period will be used to implement the reasoning web.  


Secondary purpose: Students learn how to interact as a group and to appreciate and accept other points of views.  








Task – Day one; The reasoning web is modeled in class using an issue or problem. (I used the economy as our issue.) The instructor gives an example for each part of the web.  Students are asked to give examples of their own for each part of the web and then these examples are discussed as a class. The instructor must feel that the students understand each part of the web before they move on.  Day two;  students brainstorm different issues that they feel are important.   Students can vote on one issue to use as their problem or the instructor can choose an issue for them to use in the reasoning web.  Students then get into groups of 3 or 4 and discuss the different parts of the web using the chosen issue.  They work as a group bouncing ideas off each other but each student in the group fills out their own web.  The class then comes together to discuss the different answers put in the graphic organizers.  Students will debate and defend their inferences and assumptions with teacher facilitation.


As an extension students can write a reflection paper.  1.)  Discuss something new that you learned about the main issue after you filled out the reasoning web.  2.)  Did your group have any problems filing out the web?  If so what were those problems and if your group did not have any problems why do you think you were successful?  



































Bring any supporting documents that will assist students in completing this task such as; rubrics, additional handouts, graphic organizers, Viking Pride in writing, etc. 








