8th American History
Causes of the Revolutionary War

“Taxation Without Representation”

1. Materials Needed:  paper cups, sweet tarts, poster board, marker
2. Pre-Task:  lecture, discussion, guided reading, causes, taxation, representation, freedoms, why taxed (then and now), what is taxed today, what does Constitution say about taxation? etc.

3. Task and Instructions
1. Explain to students they will be using what they have learned to play a game about taxation.  I will choose 3 people from the class to act as British tax collectors (2) and King George III.

2. The tax collectors and king will decide on 10-15 taxes that they will impose on the students (colonists). ie.  Pencils, paper, pens, binders, books, noise, etc.  These taxes will be written on poster board and then later displayed to the class.
3. Each student (colonist) will receive a cup and 10 Skittles ($$$).  The tax collectors will then display the taxes to be collected, one at a time.  If the colonists have this item they will have to pay (tax) 1 sweet tart.  If they do not have the item they pay nothing.  If they refuse to pay the tax they are taken out of the game, all taxes are seized and the student’s grade is lowered to insufficient. (sent to jail)
4. After all taxes have been assessed the tax collectors will keep 30% and the King 
           will get 70%.  Students will count what they have left, if any, and the King and
            tax collectors count theirs.  Each group will then disclose how much money they 
            have left.
5. Students will then be required to write a 2-3 page essay addressing the following questions.  Rubric attached.
a. Fully explain the phrase “taxation without representation”
b. What was your role in the activity?  How did it make you feel?

c. In what ways do you think the taxes were fair/unfair?

d. Was there a way to make the taxes fair for all? explain

e. How was this activity similar to what was happening in Colonial America?  Explain

f. Do you think the Colonists were justified in their anger toward the British?  Explain

g. What does our Constitution say about taxation?
h. Compare and contrast taxation as it appears in the Constitution to Samuel Adam’s statement at a Boston town meeting in 1764.

i. Why do you think the Colonists, which were British citizens, were not given the same rights as those living in Britain?
j. Do you think the ultimate goal of most of the Colonists was not representation, but independence? Explain your reasoning  

k. If the Colonists would have been able to compromise on the issues of taxation, how different do you think this country, and the world would be today?  Explain your reasoning. (higher order thinking)
Iowa Core: Understand historical patterns, periods of time and their relationship
                   Understand how and why people create, maintain or change systems of 

                   power, authority , and governance

                   Understand the role of individuals and groups as promoters of change
                   Understand the effect of economic needs and wants on individual and group 

                    decisions

                   Understand cause and effect relationships and other historical thinking skills 

                    in order to interpret events and issues
