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 (
Big Idea
 (Iowa Core Essential Concept/Skill):  21
st
 Cent. Skills #2:  Understand how the government established by the constitution embodies the enduring values and principles of democracy and republicanism.
Student Learning Outcome: Students will clearly articulate their views on book banning/censorship.
) (
Introduction/Background:  Students have read the first chapter of Chris 
Crutcher’s
 
Whale Talk
.  They are familiar with the controversy that took place several years ago in our school district.  This is the first of a two-day lesson.
2 Guiding (HOT) Questions:
What is the meaning/significance of the First Amendment?  How would our lives be different if it didn’t exist?
What reasons do you think people could have for wanting to ban or challenge a book?
Is it ever OK to ban a book?
Is there a difference between banning a book in a public library as opposed to a school?
Do you feel teenagers are protected under the first amendment?  
) (
Task:
  Please Attach
) (
Bring any supporting documents that will assist students in completing this 
task 
:
 rubrics, additional handouts, graphic organizers,  etc. 
)																																																				

BANNED BOOKS

Journaling:

The First Amendment:  “Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the government for a redress of grievances.”

What is the meaning/significance of the First Amendment?  How would our lives be different if it didn’t exist?

SHARE OUT/DISCUSS

THE DISCUSSION

QUESTION:  What do The Bible, Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone, and The Adventures of Tom Sawyer have in common?  They have, at one time or another, all been banned or challenged in school districts across the country.

ALA’S TOP 100 BANNED BOOKS, 2000 - 2009

GUIDING QUESTIONS:

· What reasons do you think people could have for wanting to ban or challenge a book?
· Is it ever OK to ban a book?
· Is there a difference between banning a book in a public library, as opposed to a school?
· Do you feel teenagers are protected under the First Amendment?  Should they be?
