AIW Instruction Reflection
Taped: September, 2010

Problem Solving & Team Work Activity:  “Raging River” 
5th Grade PE


This activity was actually scored twice, once with my AIW team (no PE experience) and again at the AIW conference in February with all PE teachers.   In September we were new to the scoring of instruction and we did not have a clear vision of how to score.  The group as a whole saw evidence if all four AIW standards, but were unclear on all of the criteria.  

The main comments by my team were that they heard respectful comments, saw students willing to sacrifice for the greater good of the group, and there was evidence of success with each of the teams.  The substantive conversation was difficult to evaluate because of the noise level in the gym and the natural excited voices that occur during this fun activity.  

Following this scoring I decided that the one thing I needed to do to increase the substantive conversation was to spend a little more time before this activity day to practice what a team conversation might look like.

After the second scoring in February I had a much clearer understanding of the process and had a lot of comments on how I could make this even better.  Scott Auderer suggested I assign each person in the group one piece of equipment.  The group would have more conversation and brainstorming about how to implement their equipment effectively to get their team across the raging river without falling in. 

Because this activity takes a large amount of time it was also suggested that I shorten the warm-up, which will allow for more discussion time at the end of the activity.  A good follow-up would be to tell the students we will do this next class, but between classes they need to write strategies down and bring them to class the next time.  Also, spending more time at the end of class and asking them questions such as:  
· Where do we see this type of team building outside of the gym?
· What was the challenge, to get across 1st or to work together?

This activity is worthy of being continued each year, so I will share this with Cindy Knock, so she can teach this to her classes next year.
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