Ch. 9 Providing for a Government
6th Grade Social Studies-Iowa History
Task- Mock Legislature
Time spent-3 class periods

After reading and discussing ch. 9 “Providing for a Government”, the law-making process will be studied.  

1st class period-  The 3 branches of government will be introduced.  Students with the basics of the 3 branches will create a chart.  A comparison will be made between Iowa’s General Assembly and the US Congress. 

2nd class period- The students will read and discuss the pamphlet-“How a Bill Becomes a Law” The students will then brainstorm an idea for their classroom law.  After brainstorming, the class will do a quick vote to determine what bill they will work on the next day.  (Ideas include-recess every Friday, bring a snack every Friday, and listen to iPod….)The person who came up with that idea will be the legislator sponsor and will write up their idea in standard bill form!   Include lobbyist discussion.  The students could complete an activity to relate this project to their home life.  

3rd class period- as the students enter the classroom they will receive a blue or red necktie.  The blue ties represent the House of Representatives, the red ties-Senate.  Some ties will have initials on them.  A c represents a committee member, an S represents  the Speaker of the House,  and a P represents the President of Senate.

The Senate will sit on one side of the room and the House on the other.  We will then go through the steps of the law-making process.  The bill will be introduced, go to committee, amending, debate, and will be voted on in the House of Representative.  Then if passed, it will go to the Senate..   The bill will then go through the same steps with the Senate.  The governor (teacher) will then sign the bill or veto the bill.  If the governor vetoes the bill, the H of R and Senate can override the veto.  The bill then becomes effective July 1st of the year it was passed, unless otherwise specified!  A follow-up would be the kids would collaborate to write to our senator and representative about the process of law making.  Another idea would be to write to the superintendent or principal to explain the process of their mock legislature.
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