A Mile in My Shoes
Most people have old shoes lying around the house and they are not good enough to donate or good enough to wear anymore. Let’s make some art out of them!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!

Student Objectives: To recreate a pair of old shoes to represent the person walking in them. The shoes should be brought in by the students (special accommodations could be made for student’s not able to bring a pair in). The finished product should be aesthetically pleasing and could be something represented in an art gallery or art show (W.I.C Art Show April 14). 

Materials:
Old pair of shoes (provided by the student)
Gesso (provided by the teacher)

First Step:
Pick the person you want to represent. You will have two days to research online or in a book to find the person and the theme. Talk to me about why you want to use this person as your motivation for your theme (this will be a pre interview stage). (Something to think about is do you want your person and/or theme to be recognizable or not)
Second Step:
Take the laces out of the shoe.
Third Step: 
Gesso the sides and top of the shoe, you may leave the bottom sole of the shoe.
Forth Step:
Paint/ Draw/ Sculpt/ Glue objects on/ Cut away, to represent the person and think of what art elements and principles are used with the technique you decide to use. REMEMBER the shoe can be viewed from all sides, in the round, so make sure to make it pleasing from all views!

Topic Ideas
Person from history… Martin Luther King Jr… Civil Rights… Create a shoe using black and white
Person from popular culture… Donald Trump… real-estate developer… Create a shoe like his buildings
Person from music… Michael Jackson… pop music… Create a shoe using lyrics from song
Person from art… Van Gogh… painter… recreate one of his paintings, Starry Night
Person that is your hero… Gandhi… inspired movements for civil rights and freedom across the world… his image along with an image of India
Person from your family… Grandma… What represents her, your family, your heritage

Step 5:
This person can be anybody (dead or alive, male or female) with my permission, but I want to you look deep into their life and how walking in their shoes may have felt or how it does feel. You will then be asked to write an artist statement explaining why you choose that person and how you incorporated their life into the aesthetic awareness of the work of art created with the shoes. You will need to include what impact this person had on society. (This is post interview stage) This information could be included in the presentation of the sculpture 

As a group our shoes could be placed on display in the public library or taken to an Optimus meeting as a program.



