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(Revision)
Writing: Essential Concepts Skills

               Adhere to conventions generally established in spelling, usage, punctuation, grammar, syntax, and style appropriate to genre and writing situations.
The student is expected to:

· Understand the functions of parts of speech in a sentence.

· Distinguish between the subject (noun) and the predicate (verb).
· Observe and diagram sentences.

Goal of Lesson:

· The student will be able to identify the subject and the predicate of a sentence.
· The student will be able to use a diagram to edit the sentence.

Introduction:

The teacher will demonstrate at the board how to diagram a sentence in order to find the subject and the predicate.

Procedures;

Step #1- Look for the predicate (verb) in the sentence. A verb is a word that shows action (dance, sing, hop, etc) or state of being (am, is, are, was, etc.).

· Remember to ask yourself the question, “What action is taking place?” The answer will let you know which word serves as the verb in the sentence.
· Place the verb on the right hand side of the baseline.

Example:

             Aunt Polly punished Tom for ditching school.

                             _________|__punished________

Step #2- Find the subject (noun) of the verb (the person or thing that performs the action).

· Ask the question, “Who? or What?” before the verb. The answer will let you know which word serves as the subject of the verb. 

· The subject (noun) is placed on the left hand side of the baseline.

Example:

                    Aunt Polly punished Tom for ditching school.

                      ______Aunt Polly_____|____punished___________
Provide students with the below sentences and diagrams. Check for understanding.

1. Tom started a fight with the new boy in town.        ____________|____________

2. The two boys were lost in the cave.                         ____________|____________

3. Each student made a report.                                     _____________|____________
      4. Tom and Becky are friends.                                      _____________|____________

      5. The Junior High football team plays today.           ____________|______________

Revision Procedures: Variations to reinforce the basic skills to bring this lesson to the next level.
· Use colored construction paper to emphasize the subject (red) and the predicate/verb (blue). Also use this method with the diagram.

· Place sentences on a strip of paper. Divide the sentences so that the students will have to physically have to work together in their table groups to organize it back into a complete sentence. They will also have to identify the subject/noun and the predicate/verb. 
· Place a diagram on the board. Hand out sentences to each table group. When called on, each table group will send a person up to stand with predicate card on the right hand side of the diagram and a person up to stand with a subject card on the left hand side of the diagram. The teacher will then read the sentence out loud and have the class determine if they have the correct placement.
· Challenge piece- have the students write ten sentences on their own and diagram them placing the predicate/verb on the right hand side and the subject on the left hand side of the diagram.

