This is what I decided to develop to begin requiring students to learn how to use the metric system and make conversions.  I decided that how they convert is not as important as how to use the metric system.

Au Marché

Objective:  Buy food from a vendor at the market focusing on using metric terms of measurement.

Work with a classmate.  You are spending a semester studying in Belgium.  You are going to prepare a dinner for your Belgian family.  Decide what you need to buy at the market and in what quantities.  Be specific and remember that dinner for a family includes at the very least a main course, 2 vegetables, a potato, rice or pasta dish, salad, cheeses, bread, and a dessert.  Then create a French conversation with your classmate, who will be the vendor at the market.  Write out your script in detail so that you can practice it in advance and be able to present it to the class in an organized, polished manner.

