Government

Congress Unit

Directions:  Use the internet and your textbok (Ch. 10 pp. 260-285) to answer the following querstions.  Answer the questions on the computer in complete sentences and paragraphs where appropriate.  Print out your informaiton when finished and turn it in.

1.  This is an election year.  On what day do we go to the polls to cast our ballots?

2.  Congressional elections are typically scheduled in advance on the same day every two years.  What is that day?

3.  This year has been referred to as an “off-year” election.  What does that mean?  How does it differ from a presidential election year?

4.  U.S. Senator Charles Grassley is up for re-election.  What 3 qualifications does a candidate running for the senate have to meet?  How long is a senators term in office?  What party does Grassley represent and how long has he been in office?  What committees does he serve on?  List two issues Grassley is campaigning on and state his position on each.  Include a picture of Charles Grassley with your answer.

5.  Who is Grassley running against?  What is that candidates stand on the same two issues you chose to write about Grassley campaigning on?  Which political party does that candidate belong to?

6.  Who is the other U.S. Senator that represents Iowa?  What party does this person belong to?  When is this person up for re-election?  What committees does this person serve on in the U.S. Senate?  Include a picture of this person with your answer.

7.  Every two years, all seats in the United States House of Representatives are up for re-election.  What 3 qualifications does a candidate running for the U.S. House have to meet?  How long is a Representatives terms in office?

8.  Iowa currently has five representatives to Congress.  Who are they?  What party do they represent?  Which district do they serve in?  List an issue each candidate is campaigning on and state his/her position on it.  Include a picture of each representative.  Also, state who is running against each representative in their district and the party each belongs to.  Indicate which district Fort Dodge belong to.

9.  How many members serve in the U.S. Congress today?  Of those, how many serve in the U.S. Senate and how many in the U.S. House?  Why does Iowa have more members in the House than the Senate?  Why does California have more members in the House than Iowa?  What will happen to Iowa’s membership in the House if it’s population drops as a result of the 2010 census?  What happens if a states population drops below the minimum number needed to qualify for a representative?

10.  The state of Iowa has also scheduled elections for the State Governor, Iowa State Senate and Iowa State House of Representatives for the same day.  Which candidate is running as a Democrat for the office of Governor and which as a Republican?  Choose two issues and state each candidates position on each issue.  Include a picture of each candidate with their information.

11.  Helen Miller represents Fort Dodge in the Iowa House.  What party does she belong to?  How long has she held this position?  What committees does she serve on?  Who is running against her?  Include a picture of each candidate with their information.

12.  Daryl Beall represents Fort Dodge in the Iowa Senate.  What party does he belong to?  How long has he held this position?  What committee does he serve on?  Who is running against him in the 2010 elections?  Include a picture of each candidate with their information.

13.  Helen Miller and Daryl Beall attend the Eggs & Issues Forum held once a month at Iowa Central to discuss the issues we the people would like to see the state take action on.  Our U.S. Senators, U.S. Representatives, Country Supervisors, and Mayor and City Councilmen also attend these meedings to find out what concerns the people of Fort Dodge have.  List two topics you would like to see them discuss and indicate what you would like them to do about these.  Also, decide whether these problems are best solved at the local (city/county), state or the national level.

14.  Complete the chart.
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