Shakespeare Background Project
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WHY: While we study a few of William Shakespeare’s most famous plays, we must establish a little context and learn about him, his theatre, and his influence.  

WHAT:  
· You will be assigned to a group.

· Each member of the group will have a different topic to research.

· Each member will present to the group what they have learned.  Since this is on a smaller scale than the whole class, the presentation can be less formal, but the information should go above and beyond a mere printing of the first three articles found on a Google search.  Do some digging!
Items to consider:

· What do you want your group members to know about your topic?

· What are the most important points to recognize?
TOPICS:

-Authorship Debate

Was Shakespeare really the author to ALL those plays and poems?  Some scholars argue that many different people used The Bard’s name to write.  Are we revering a man who didn’t do all he is given credit?

-Modern Shakespeare

You keep hearing that Shakespeare is all around us.  Find out where!  Look for modern allusions to Shakespeare in film, television, advertising, etc…Look for some of the biggest contributions to our language from Shakespeare.  Find out how The Globe Theatre, Stratford-Upon-Avon, and London celebrate Shakespeare.  

-Sonnets and Sexuality

Much speculation into William Shakespeare’s sexuality stems from many of The Bard’s sonnets.  Find out why some believe he may have been unfaithful to his wife…possible with a man.
-Shakespeare the “Pot-Stirrer”


Issues in Shakespeare’s plays made him one of the most controversial figures of his day…possibly even controversial today.  Find out some hot topics that Shakespeare addressed in his plays and beyond.
Grading Criteria for Shakespeare Background Project
	Criteria
	Points Possible
	Points Earned

	Quality of Information

-More than five sources were used in contributing to the research

-Information presented is unique; not “common knowledge”

-Student seems knowledgeable in their own topic


	25
	

	Preparedness and Organization

-Makes it easy for group to follow information

-Can field questions about his/her topic

-Follows a pattern or structure in presentation (not randomly sharing facts with no rhyme or reason)


	25
	

	Evaluation from Group Members
-Group members will fill out an evaluation of your contribution based on how much they learn from you and how easy they think you are to follow


	20
	


